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THIS GENERATION
Luke 11:1-54

Introduction

Life is full of uncomfortable truths. It’s easy to justify ignoring the speed limit
when you're late to an appointment. Your delay, however, is no excuse for

the patrol officer. In the end, truth does not care about how you feel.

In Luke 11, Jesus teaches His disciples about prayer, address critics of His
message, and confronts religious leaders about hypocrisy. All three groups
of people have to accept an uncomfortable truth—their nature is diseased
and they need Jesus to heal them. No one can do what God wants on their
own. Instead, to do what God wants, I need to submit to His will and obey
His Word.

A couple themes stand out in this chapter. First, Jesus describes many things
as “evil” or “wicked,” using a Greek term that means sinful or diseased. Jesus
uses this term for Satan (v. 4), Jesus’ own followers (v. 13), unclean spirits
(v. 26), the generation (v. 29), a person’s eye (v. 34), and the Pharisees (v.
39). Just like Satan and his minions, a person’s natural state is evil. Second,
Jesus continually implies that despite the evil, people can know God because
He reveals Himself through prayer (v. 2, 13), through Jesus Himself (v. 20,
31, 32), and through His Word (v. 28, 42). What Jesus said in the previous
chapter must therefore be true: only by knowing Jesus—who is not evil—can

a person know God (Luke 9:22).

God wants me to submit to His will (Luke 11:1-13)

1. After watching Him pray, one of Jesus’ disciples says, “Lord, teach us to

pray , as John also taught his disciples” (Luke 11:1)



A common prayer for an entire community of people was not unusual for the
time. Jesus teaches a prayer that points directly to God. All in the community
must have a relationship with God, all must depend on Him, and all must

desire for His will to be done.

. Based on the model prayer that Jesus teaches, what attitudes should we

have as we pray to God? (Luke 11:2-4)

. In what ways is the model prayer similar to your typical prayers, and in

what ways is it different? (Luke 11:2-4)

. In the parable of the midnight visitor, Jesus says that the friend will give
not because he is friends with the man but “because of

his importunity he will rise and give” (Luke 11:5-8)

The word “importunity” means persistence, especially in a bold and
shameless manner. Jesus is commending perseverance in prayer. God will

hear such requests, though He may still respond however He choose.

. What other passages of Scripture teach God’s people to be bold and

shameless in their prayers?

. How is the relationship of a follower of Jesus to God like the relationship

between a parent and a child? (Luke 11:9-12)




Jesus’ point is clear. Good parents do not refuse good requests from their
children, so long as they can give to them. But the opposite is also true—good
parents do not give bad things to their children. Even if a little child asks for

a scorpion persistently, a good mother will not give it. Jesus is teaching that

we must pray for the good things, the things that align to God’s will.

7. What makes the Holy Spirit the very best gift that God can give to you?
(Luke 11:13)

God never rejects His children’s pleas for spiritual help. Certainly, God cares
for our physical needs (v. 3) but He cares more for our spiritual needs. From
the moment that someone cries to God for salvation to the end of his life, God

readily offers the Holy Spirit in response to our prayer.

8. What role does the Holy Spirit play in our prayers? (Romans 8:26-27) __

God wants me to obey His Word (Luke 11:14-36)

1. When Jesus casts a demon out of the speechless man, some of the

people say, “ He cast out devils through Beelzebub, the chief of the devils ,

and others, tempting him, sought of him a sign from heaven” (Luke

11:14-16)

2. What is illogical about the thought that Jesus casts out demons through
Satan’s power? (Luke 11:17-19)

“Your sons” in verse 19 could refer to two different things. Some think that

the sons are religious leaders who try to cast out demons. This is unlikely since



Jesus is associating Himself with the sons here but condemns the religious
leaders later in the passage. An alternate interpretation is that “your sons”
are the seventy followers of Jesus who could cast out demons in Jesus’ name.
Earlier Jesus had referred to them as “babes” and rejoiced that they followed
Him (Luke 10:19-21). Jesus says that the sons will judge the people, which

fits better with Jesus’ followers than the religious leaders.

3. Why does Jesus perform miracles like casting demons out of people?

(Luke 11:20)

4. Summarize the short parable that Jesus tells to demonstrate that He

wields “the finger of God” (Luke 11:20-22)

As in Luke 9:20, Jesus is tying the miracle to the message. If God is allowing
Jesus to cast out demons, then He must approve Jesus’ message that the
Kingdom of God has come. But Jesus is actually going further—He is saying
that He is the one “stronger than he” (see Luke 3:16) and that His finger is
the finger of God.

5. Jesus goes on to say, “ He that is not with me is against me: and he

that _gathereth not with me scattereth” (Luke 11:23)

Jesus switches metaphors from fighting to farming. He's saying that people
either join Him in gathering the harvest or are actively working against Him
in scattering what was reaped. Rather than contradicting what Jesus said in
Luke 9:50, this statement works with it to emphasize that neutrality is

impossible. If you need to test someone else, “He that is not against us is for

us.” But you must test yourself, and “He that is not with Me is against Me.”

6. What danger could befall someone healed of demon possession? (Luke

11:24-26)




7. How should someone avoid the danger Jesus had just described? (Luke

11:27-28)

All of Jesus’ followers experienced the blessing of being near Him, but an even
greater blessing is receiving and obeying what God says. Mary is blessed
because she obeyed God’s Word (Luke 1:45). In the same way, all who
experience healing or forgiveness from Jesus need to go on to believe Him for

salvation and obey His Word.

8. Now Jesus addresses the group who wanted Him to perform a sign. In
what ways is this “evil generation” worse than the Ninevites or the

Queen of Sheba? (Luke 11:29-32)

9. Jesus finishes addressing these critics by giving three truths pictured by

light: first, Jesus’ message is available to all like a lit candle ; second,

whether one experiences the light of the candle within depends on
whether his eye is single (healthy) or evil (diseased); and third, once
one takes in the light completely, the whole of his life will be illuminated

(Luke 11:33-36)

In these three verses, Jesus is tying together His point about accepting Him.
He came as God’s revelation, God’s Word made flesh. The Father publicly
approved of Jesus at His baptism, and Jesus demonstrated His power through
His miracles. The people need nothing further to accept Jesus’ message—

God’s Word—as true.




Jesus didn’t hide his ministry in a secret place. The people have no excuse.
Instead, they reject Jesus because their eye is “evil.” They are distorting what
they see. In the end, there are only two groups: those who obey God’s Word

by believing in Jesus and those who are living in darkness.

God will hold me accountable (Luke 11:37-54)

1.

When a Pharisee disdains Jesus for eating with unwashed hands, Jesus
uses the opportunity to point out that though Pharisees live clean
outwardly, their inward part is full of ravening (greed) and wickedness

(Luke 11:37-39)

. Why does Jesus call the Pharisees fools and condemn them to woe?

(Luke 11:40-43)

. In what ways are the Pharisees like unmarked graves? (Luke 11:44)

. Responding to a defensive lawyer, Jesus goes on to condemn lawyers for

loading men with hard burdens without being willing to even touch the

burdens with one finger (Luke 11:45-46)

The lawyers are religious leaders who specialize in understanding and
interpreting the Law of Moses. Like His response to the lawyer’s question in
chapter 10, Jesus does not shy away from controversy about the precise
meaning of the Law. His preaching exposes everyone as sinners; even the

religious Pharisees and studious lawyers need to repent.

. What better memorial for the prophets should the lawyers have carried

out than building tombs? (Luke 11:47-48) Actually obeying the prophetic

messages



The lawyers are extremely familiar with God’s Word in the Law of Moses,
but in their quest to do the externals they neglected to actually obey in their
hearts. Monuments to the prophets mean nothing if they do not reflect
obedience to the messages they brought from God.

6. Summarize the prophecy Jesus makes about God’s wise plan (Luke

11:49-51)

Jesus says that the generation of unbelieving lawyers and Pharisees will be
held accountable for all the messages from God that they knew and were not
obeying. The Jews were responsible for all their Scripture, from Genesis to

Zechariah (whose story concludes the Hebrew Old Testament).

7. Through their false interpretations and teachings on the Law, the

lawyers have taken away /¢ key of knowledge from the people,

hindering them from understanding that Jesus fulfills the law and

believing His message of salvation (Luke 11:52)

8. How do the scribes and Pharisees respond to Jesus’ accusations? (Luke

11:53-54)

Conclusion

Sometimes, in our familiarity with Scripture, we can become proud and self-
sufficient. We think that we can serve God without relying on His strength.
Jesus’ teaching smashes those illusions of grandeur. As “evil,” diseased
people, we need the power of the Holy Spirit, continual exposure to God’s

Word, and the humility to reject our own ideas and obey.



In what ways does pride tend to distort your view of God and His Word? ___

In this chapter, Jesus gives at least two proofs that He is Christ, the salvation
of God. First, He demonstrates that His power over evil spirits could only
come by approval from God. Second, He makes clear that His words unify
God's revealed law and application unlike the other teachers of the law.
Theophilus could thus be confident that Jesus is worthy of trust and

obedience.

What practical steps can you take to make sure that you are choosing to listen

to Jesus every day instead of following your own nature?

Based on this lesson, what are some prayer requests that you would like to

make a regular part of your prayer life?




