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GET DEPENDENT 4

Luke 18:1-43

Introduction

Can you think of a time when you thought you didn’t need help with
something, but you actually did?

Sometimes we can make the mistake of thinking that we can deal with things
that are too big for us to handle. In Luke 17, we saw that Faith is the one
instrument that enables us to follow Jesus. But we must have faith in the
proper place if we want to get anywhere. Here in Luke 18, we’ll see that God
wants to help us, we need help, and we can have help through faith in Jesus
Christ. Simply put, we need Jesus as much as babies need their mothers.

God wants to help you (Luke 18:1-14)

Remember, Jesus had just been telling His disciples about the things that
God was going to do in the “Days of the Son of Man” (Luke 17:22). As Jesus’
followers wait on God to do what He said He would, we might feel like giving
up, so Jesus gives some encouraging parables.

1. Jesus tells a parable to His disciples to teach that “men ought always {0

pray and not to faint” (Luke 18:1)

“Faint” here means to lose heart and give up. A runner who feels faint might
quit the race. A worker who feels faint might stop working. Jesus knew that
as His followers waited for God to accomplish things in the world, they might
feel like giving up. But instead of giving up, Jesus wants them to pray!

2. In the parable, a widow continuously nags a judge that cares about

neither God’s opinion nor public opinion until he fulfilled his

responsibilities (Luke 18:2-5)



. Why does the judge end up listening to the widow? (Luke 18:5-6)

. If an unfeeling judge ends up listening to a nagging citizen, how much

more will God listen to “His own elect”? He bears long with them. and

He will avenge them speedily

“His own elect” refers to all those who trust God by faith. God loves His
children! Though He does not execute justice right away (see 2 Peter 3:7-12),
He will not allow persecution and trials to be more than His children can
bear with His help. He will give strength, and in the end, “when the Son of
Man cometh,” He will avenge them by speedily punishing all those who
persecuted them.

. In the day of God’s justice, when the Son of man cometh, Jesus is

concerned that He find faith on earth (Luke 18:8)

Interestingly, in verses 7-8, Jesus says that God will avenge His own elect and
avenge them speedily. Then Jesus describes the time that God avenges them
as when the Son of Man cometh. In essence, Jesus is saying that the Son of
Man is God, a point that is clear in Daniel 7.

. How does continuous prayer prove our faith in God?

Real prayer acknowledges our need for God. Unlike the unfeeling judge, God
wants us to come to Him because He bears long with us. He loves us and
wants to help us! The problem is not that God isn’t willing to help us; it’s that
we aren’t willing to go to Him. We think we can handle everything on our

own, as the next parable explains.

. In the next parable, what is different about the prayer of the Pharisee

and the prayer of the Publican? (Luke 18:9-14)




On certain days of the week, a priest would get the special honor to pour
frankincense over the coals of the golden altar inside the temple’s sanctuary.
Zacharias got this opportunity in Luke 1. While the priest was inside the
temple, people were let into the temple’s courtyard to pray, as the Pharisee
and the publican do. Afterward, the people would gather to hear the priest
give a benediction.

. Why do you think the publican was justified by God instead of the
Pharisee? (Luke 18:14)

. After reading these parables, how do you think Jesus would respond to

the saying, “God helps those who help themselves”?

Children need help (Luke 18:15-30)

1. Why does Jesus want the little children and infants to come to Him?

(Luke 18:15-16)

Instead of rebuking His disciples for interrupting His teaching, Jesus uses the
situation with the kids to illustrate the point He’s been making. Children

should be allowed to come to Jesus, because really, we all need Jesus like little
kids.

. In what ways are followers of Jesus like little children and infants? (Luke

18:17)




Yes, children are very trusting—and we should be trusting of God too. But I
think the main characteristic of children is their need for caregivers.
Children, especially little children and babies, are so very needy! They cannot
survive without people who take care of them. Unless we receive the kingdom
of God as a little child— by acknowledging our need and accepting that Jesus

alone can meet our need—uwe cannot enter therein.

. Why is Jesus concerned that the ruler not accept a teacher’s instructions

simply because he believes the teacher to be “good”? (Luke 18:18-19)

. Do you think the ruler agrees with Jesus that “None is good, save one,

that is, God”? (Luke 18:19-21)

. Why do you think it is so difficult for the ruler to give up his wealth and

follow Jesus? (Luke 18:22-24)

. Even though it would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle, Jesus says that even a rich person could be saved because the

things which are impossible for men are possible with God (Luke 18:25-

27)

. What does Jesus promise to those who lose their families for the sake of

the kingdom of God? (Luke 18:28-30)




Followers of Jesus have to come to Him as needy little children. Sometimes,
that means they must leave unbelieving, antagonistic family members. But
rather than just losing a family, Jesus promises to gain manifold more in this
present time! Christians are brought into the House of God. Fellow-followers
are now our brothers and sisters in Christ. God is now our Father. Christ is
to be our husband. We may lose an earthly family, but we gain one that will
last into life everlasting.

Only Jesus can help you (Luke 18:31-43)

1. What reason does Jesus give His disciples for their journey to

Jerusalem? (Luke 18:31-33)

2. Though the disciples are aware of what Jesus is saying, why don’t they

understand what He means? (Luke 18:34)

In a sense, the very disciples who'd been with Jesus for almost all His ministry
are blind to Jesus’ purpose on earth. They know that He’s the Christ of God
(Luke 9:20), but they don’t know that He has to suffer and die.

3. As Jesus and the disciples travel near Jericho, people tell a blind man

that Jesus of Nazareth passeth by (Luke 18:35-37)

4. Even though people tried to silence him, the blind man continuously

cries out “_Jesus. thou son of David, have mercy on me ” (Luke 18:38-39)

5. Why is it important that the blind man calls Jesus “the Son of David”
and begs mercy from him? (see Isaiah 9:6-7 and Luke 1:30-33)




In Luke 4, Jesus preaches to the Nazareth synagogue that He as Messiah has
the power to heal the blind. But because Jesus was raised in Nazareth, the
people attending the service do not believe him. The blind man is the opposite.
He hears that Jesus of Nazareth is passing by, and he believes that Jesus is the
promised Son of David who heals the blind and save those who trust him.

Like the widow from the chapters first parable, the blind man cries out until
he gets Jesus’ attention. The reign of the promised King is supposed to be a
time of healing (Isaiah 32:1-4). But the connection between the Son of David
and the healing Messiah is not clear in the Old Testament. The fact that the
blind man makes the connection shows the extent of His faith and
understanding from God, like Simeon (Luke 2:27-32) and Peter (Matthew
16:15-17).

6. After calling the blind man to him and asking what he wants, Jesus says

to him, “Receive thy sight: thy faith hath saved thee” (Luke 18:40-43)

The blind man’s humble appeal echoes the humility of the tax
collector and the child of faith earlier in chapter 1He contrasts
strongly with the rich ruler, who had everything and saw
nothing. The blind man has nothing but sees well.
- Darrell L. Bock

7. What does the crowd’s change from rebuking a blind man to praising

God teach us about Jesus?

Conclusion

The blind man is a picture of all of us. We are blind in sin—unable to cure
ourselves. Like helpless babies, we are hopelessly dependent on God for
everything. Only Jesus can give us sight.

Why is it so easy for people to become self-sufficient or independent from
God?




Luke 18 brings together much of Dr. Luke's point in writing this biography
of Jesus. Theophilus needed to understand that Jesus was not just a Good
Teacher. As the Messiah—the Son of David—He would fulfill all the Old
Testament prophecies about a coming Savior for humanity. As the Son of
God, Jesus is the answer to all our human needs. He alone can save us, give
us purpose, and lead us to the place for which we were made. His Kingdom
never ends: it is life everlasting.

What are some spiritual needs in your life for which you need to beg for
Jesus’ help?

For what do you want to praise God today?




